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New Committee Members

Astrid Merget noted the committee’s two new members, Marsha Bollinger from Winthrop University and Jack Payne from Iowa State University. Neither was available for the call.
University-Federal Dialogue:

The University-Federal Dialogue on Environmental and Energy Research and Education will take place March 26, 2007 at the Washington Crowne Plaza Hotel in Washington, D.C. Attendees will be encouraged to stay over for congressional visits on March 27th. In the past, the University-Federal Dialogue has been comprised primarily of agency representatives presenting their programs and available funding opportunities to representatives from University Affiliate schools. The afternoon breakout session will follow this same format. A role play demonstration providing participants an example for their meetings on the Hill the following day will wrap up the Dialogue.
David asked the committee to offer suggestions for content and speakers for the morning sessions, which will give participants a look at the new political climate and the implications for environmental science research and funding, including a briefing on who the key environmental leaders are in the new Congress. David suggested that Craig, either alone or with one to two other participants, provide this overview of Congress. Craig suggested to instead invite a key staffer to provide some of this information and noted it is more important to identify a highly informed staffer versus a less-informed staffer from a more relevant committee. David questioned whether a staffer would have an adequate breadth of knowledge of both environment and science related issues and suggested considering a leader from the NGO arena. Committee members suggested both Al Teich from AAAS and Jennifer Poulakidas from NASULGC. 
Additionally, David suggested including a plenary session similar to that presented by the committee at the CEDD Winter Business Meeting on February 3, 2007. David noted he is not sure how the session should be formatted to most effectively engage and educate both experienced and novice participants. Craig agreed to contact Joel Widder to ask for his insight and to inquire if he might be available to participate in the Dialogue himself. Astrid highly recommended Joel after his excellent presentation in the CEDD Winter Meeting.
David reviewed which agencies will be invited to participate in the Dialogue. Craig questioned whether the USDA has a strong environmental education emphasis and David noted their main environmental focus comes through the USDA extension program, although the USDA Forest Service and other programs do have some education component.  The committee agreed it would be great to invite USDA extension, particularly because it hasn’t been included in the past. 
The committee also briefly discussed the increasing interest CEDD members expressed in agricultural issues and how CEDD can and should address this growing interest. Craig noted that it would be difficult for the committee to take a strong position on agricultural funding because some schools already have long-established relations with USDA, while others do not. It was agreed that CEDD can most effectively address its members interest in agriculture environmental issues by including agriculturally-themed sessions in its various meetings and informing CEDD members about agricultural workshops and conferences and research and funding opportunities. In other words, CEDD should aim to consistently incorporate USDA issues into CEDD meetings rather than strongly emphasizing it at one particular meeting. 
Lackey Policy Article
Astrid commented on the wide appeal of the article Adrienne sent out to the committee by Robert Lackey titled “Science, Scientists, and Public Advocacy” and asked the committee whether/how it should be shared more widely. It was agreed that it should be posted on the CEDD website, but should not be distributed via the listserv to avoid looking like CEDD supports Lackey’s arguments. Adrienne will also work on adding similar resources to the CEDD website in the coming weeks. 

NSCE Public Policy Update from Craig 

Craig sent out a useful email briefing the committee on NCSE’s current public policy focus. Craig reviewed this information with the committee during the teleconference, noting that NCSE’s limited resources inhibit significant work with USDA. Rather, NCSE has devoted considerable resources working with USGS, where NCSE can have a considerable impact with limited resources, EPA, expanding efforts from the STAR Fellowship program to more general issues, and NOAA, a more recent focus of NCSE’s, as well as NSF. 

